Ordeal by Fire

That autumn and winter the ugly scenes were re-
peated, but soon the gloom began to be dissipated by
the prospects of the approaching Jubilee of Queen
Victoria in 1887. No suc& opportunity for public dis-
play had presented itself since the marriage of Prince
Edward and Princess Alexandra a quarter of a century
previously, before Westbourne Grove had emerged into
fame or Whiteley had opened his first shop. He re-
solved that both the Grove and Queen's Road should
do honour adequately to the occasion. In June 1887
he who had rigidly held aloof hitherto from local
charities pleasurably surprised the neighbourhood by
agreeing to co-operate in a public appeal through the
churches and chapels for the provision of an entertain-
ment on Jubilee Day for the aged deserving poor and
the children of the parish. He subscribed ten guineas,
and took a seat on the General Committee which
organized the function. This interest in the welfare of
the aged poor was a germ of the mighty idea which his
will translated into a reality after his death.

Jubilee Day came at last, and gaping crowds admired
the decorations which adorned the whole of Whiteley's
twenty-seven shops from the roof down to the ground
all along Westbourne Grove and Queen's Road. The
handsome central mansard tower, " so characteristic of
Parisian architecture," which sprouted upward from
the Queen's Road block, was made the centre from
which the whole scheme of decorations radiated. On
its summit was erected a ship's mast with halyards
and rigging bearing the Royal Standard and winged
with pennons. Four windows on the second floor of
the tower just above the clock were covered with a
device representing the insignia of the Royal Family,